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Very often analyst, in trying to explain the public’s lack of interest in a topic or why previous occurrences of similar situations aren’t being considered, will point out that a large segment of the public either wasn’t born when a significant event happened or were too young to remember the experience.  I.E. - how few remember World War II, Korea, the Cuban missile crisis or even Vietnam; how few remember a time before TV, before automatic transmissions, before soda came in cans; how few have experienced a family where only dad worked, where mom was the only mom ever, where community violence wasn’t an everyday occurrence; and lately, how few investers remember the stock market as not a sure thing.





As an older person, I listen to these “facts” and think, “Sure, that’s why they have such a strange reaction to today’s news story, they have no history.”





But because most of the people who have become analysts are either older themselves or have a knowledge of history, there’s a part of the picture they usually overlook.  That’s how few of us older people have experienced in our formative years the things that today’s younger people have grown up with. I.E. - the computer as a common household appliance, a social life that depends on the auto, AIDs, a life of comfort if not abundance, an expectation of having many jobs during life (not working for just one company), the probability of having more than one spouse, random violence in the community, and the certainty that nothing is permanent.





If there were younger analysts calling this to the attention of the younger generations, they would probably be thinking, “ Sure, that’s why these older people don’t get it.  They got through the difficult part of life while it was still easy and can afford to live in the past, remembering “when”.





But there are no (or few) younger analysts.  They’re still making a name for themselves.  What gray head running the paper or TV station wants a young whippersnapper interpreting today’s news or society’s various twists and turns?  He wants someone mature, stable, like himself.





Sometime between the age of fifteen and our mid twenties, we each establish a personal view of what’s right and wrong, what’s normal, what we can expect from society and what’s expected of us.  That becomes our personal measuring device for everything we experience after that.  So, when analysts analyze, their reference point is often their own personal measuring device.  It’s almost as if we each come from a slightly different culture but assume everyone else uses the values of our culture for thinking and decision making.  They don’t. This accounts for many of society’s problems.    





Older people want calm, stability and protection from sudden change. Their lives are set and they have made their plans based on the world as it was.  Their position in the workforce is comfortable and they want to keep it that way.  They’ve accepted their position in society and it looks like this is as good as it gets.





Younger people on the other hand, see change as opportunity.  If nothing changes they’ll be stuck in low status positions.  Retirement is something to think about later on, not now.  Change makes life interesting, provides opportunity and is to be both expected and welcomed.





Those in between, have in between viewpoints.





I think it’s desirable, when viewing current events or business practices, to try to include a point of view other than our personal one.  My personal view of the environment is a good example.  I’ve seen tremendous strides made in cleaning up air and water and in reducing all kinds of undesirable emissions. I think we’ve done pretty good.  Present environmentalists seem to be trying to fine tune something that we improved by ninety percent.





But, I tend to overlook at where the environment was when they started. To them, they’ve got a long way to go to clean up ninety percent of what existed when they started.  Similar conditions exist for politics, local growth, costs, etc.  It may all be relative, but it’s never-the-less a val
